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Abstract — A new species of the genus Pirata from 
Hokkaido, Japan is described and illustrated under 
the name of P. hokkaidensis. 
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In this paper, I describe a new species of the genus Pirata 
on the basis of specimens collected from Hokkaido, Japan. 

The holotype and allotype of the species are deposited in 
the collection of the National Science Museum (Natural 
History), Tokyo, and the paratypes and other specimens are 
preserved in my private collection. 

Abbreviations used in this paper are as follows: AER, an¬ 
terior eye row; ALE, anterior lateral eye(s); AME, anterior 
median eye(s); PME, posterior median eye. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. Jun Chen, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, for his valuable advice and 
to Mr. Nobuki Yasuda, Hokkaido, for offering materials of 
the present paper. 

Pirata hokkaidensis sp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Mizube-komorigumo] 

(Figs. 1-4) 

Descriptions (based on the male holotype and the female 
allotype). Measurements (<?/-¥- in mm). Body length 
3.98/3.88. Carapace length 2.13/1.88, width 1.68/1.35. 
Abdomen length 1.85/2.00, width 1.28/1.40. Measurements 


of palp and legs of the holotype and allotype as shown in 
Table 1. 

Male: Carapace yellowish brown, with brown markings 
and with no lines along margin; V-shaped mark distinct, 
grayish brown; light yellow lateral bands separated from 
margins by dark brown bands. AER shorter than PME; 
AME larger than ALE; AME separated from each other and 
from ALE by less than half the diameter of AME; AER 
weakly procurved. Clypeus yellowish brown, shorter than 
half the diameter of AME. Chelicerae, maxillae and labium 
yellowish brown. Sternum light yellowish brown, with dark 
brown markings. Abdomen blackish gray, with yellowish 
brown markings on dorsal and lateral sides; a lanceolate me¬ 
dian mark distinct; venter light yellowish brown. Legs 
grayish brown,with no annulation; metatarsi and tarsi I and 
II with many straight hairs. Palps: tarsal organs (Fig. 1) 
with robust median apophysis having a long projection at 
base; median apophysis in retrolateral view with a small 
process at the upper part on ventral margin as shown in Fig. 
2 . 

Female: Similar to the male holotype, but differs from it 
in the following points: legs with no straight hair on meta¬ 
tarsi and tarsi I and II. Epigynum with two pairs of round 
structures at lower part and indistinct paired round 
spermathecae which are seen through the body wall at api¬ 
cal part (Fig. 3 ); a pair of large round spermathecae at api¬ 
cal part and two pairs of small spermathecae at lower part 
(Fig. 4). 

Variation. Male. Body length 3.75~3.98 mm; carapace 
length 2.08-2.13 mm, width 1.38-1.68 mm; abdomen 
length 1.68-1.85 mm, width 1.10-1.28 mm. 

Female. Body length 3.63-4.13 mm; carapace length 
1.88-2.08 mm, width 1.33-1.65 mm; abdomen length 1.75- 
2.05 mm, width 1.20-1.55 mm. 

In some samples, the lanceolate median mark is faint. 
The annulations of legs are seen in some samples. 

Type series. Holotype (<?, NSMT-Ar 5438), Allotype 
(-¥-, NSMT-Ar 5439) and other paratypes (8<?, 34?), 
Kashiwabara, Tomakomai, Hokkaido, 15. VII. 2000, H. 
Tanaka leg. 

Other specimens examined. 3-?-, Sarobetsu-gen-ya, 
Toyotomi-cho, Teshio-gun, Hokkaido, 12. IX. 1991, N. 
Yasuda leg.; 2c? 1 , 15-?-, Lake Utonai, Tomakomai, Hokkaido, 
17. VII. 2000, H. Tanaka leg.; \ 1?, Onuma Park, Nanae- 

cho, Kameda-gun, Hokkaido, 11. VII. 1973, H. Tanaka leg. 

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido). 

Remarks. This species is allied to Chinese Pirata 


Table 1. Measurements of palp and legs of Pirata hokkaidensis sp. nov. (male 
holotype/female allotype; in mm). 



Femur 

Patella and tibia 

Metatarsus 

Tarsus 

Total 

Palp 

0.75/0.63 

0.75/0.68 

— 

0.55/0.55 

2.05/1.86 

Leg I 

1.63/1.40 

2.00/1.65 

1.33/1.10 

0.85/0.68 

5.81/4.83 

Leg II 

1.50/1.34 

1.63/1.50 

1.25/1.05 

0.75/0.63 

5.13/4.52 

Leg III 

1.38/1.28 

1.55/1.50 

1.38/1.18 

0.68/0.60 

4.99/4.56 

Leg IV 

1.95/1.85 

2.43/2.25 

2.25/1.98 

0.93/0.80 

7.56/6.88 
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Figs. 1-4. Pirata hokkaidensis sp. nov. (1—2, holotype male; 3-4, allotype female) — 1~2, palp, ventral (1) and retrolateral (2) views; 3. 
epigynum, ventral view; 4, female internal genitalia, dorsal view. (Scales: 0.1 mm.) 


serrulatus Song & Wang 1984, but is distinguished from the 
latter by the absence of basal process on median apophysis 
of male palp, and by the female epigynum with two pairs of 
round structure at lower part. 

Etymology. The specific name is derived from the type 
locality. 
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